Greetings from Wesley United Church

BAPTISM

This letter is sent to everyone who is not a member of our congregation and who has inquired about a baptism.  First of all, congratulations on the birth of your child!  God’s blessings shine through in very special ways in the lives of children.

You’ve asked about baptism.  We would be glad to baptize your child and welcome your family into our congregation and community of faith.

Baptism is important to us.  It is a sacrament.  In fact, in the Protestant faith there are only two sacraments: baptism and communion.  So, you can see how special baptism  is.

For a long time baptism was associated with fear; if you weren’t baptized, you were going to hell.  That’s why we began to baptize babies during a time in our history when infant mortality rates were so high.  Although that may have made sense at the time, that is no longer what we believe.  We do not believe in a God who punishes unbaptized babies, and we do not believe that everyone who is not baptized into the Christian Church is going to hell.

So what do we believe?

Baptism celebrates God’s grace and unconditional love, and it marks our response to that gift.  Baptism recognizes a covenantal relationship between God and us, and between the individual and the community of faith.  It is an act of welcoming, blessing, and belonging.  One is received into the Holy Christian Church.  There is only one baptism, recognized among most Christian churches

According to our tradition, we don’t celebrate private baptisms.  The sacrament is shared with the community during Sunday worship services.  It is an initiation into the Church and a commitment to a way of life.  Baptism honours diversity, and challenges us to live as a community of faith.  As part of the celebration, parents (on the child’s behalf) show their commitment by making promises to teach their child the faith and to be active in the community of faith.  At the same time, the congregation makes a promise to support parents and children in their journey of faith.

We would be glad to welcome you into this community of faith.

In the United Church of Canada it is the responsibility of the Session to establish the Congregation’s baptism policy and to oversee its celebration.  It is our policy at Wesley United Church to celebrate baptism with those people who show an interest in being part of the faith community and who want their children to be a part of the community as well.  

Many people find it difficult to bring children to church.  They fear that their babies will cry and or that small children will run around.  Our experience is that, while babies cry and small children can get restless, there are easy ways to deal with both situations.  First of all we recognize that all people, regardless of age are children of God and welcome in worship. Secondly, babies and children learn by repetition, so coming to church on a regular basis will help them learn about how to be and act in church.  Thirdly, babies and children like to see what is going on and they are most content when their basic needs are met.  

So we suggest a few things to help make the worship experience happier for them and for you.  Bring your baby or child(ren) to church regularly and sit near the front so they can see everything.  Bring a drink and/or snack for them and feel free to nurse your infant – we allow this in church.  If you know that your child is very restless, a quiet toy or book is perfectly acceptable to bring along.  When the minister has a talk with the children, encourage your child to go to the front with the others, or if they are shy or very young, come to the front with them.  After the minister has a talk with the children, they normally go off to Sunday School.  If they are under five, they can go to the nursery with our professional Child Educator, Linda Lau at any time in the service.  

We also encourage you and your family to stay for a short time after the service to share in our coffee time.  There is coffee, tea, herbal tea and juice available as well as a  sweet snack.  This is a great time to meet members of the congregation and the minister and to let them get to know you.  It is also an opportunity for the children to interact with everyone without the confines of the pews or worship.

As I said earlier, we send this letter to people who have not made any commitment to being a part of this congregation.  Perhaps you have even had a child baptized here before, but we haven’t seen you for a few years.  Please know that this is not meant to be judgmental.  If being part of the Church doesn’t mean that much to you, we can respect your decision.  We also hope you can respect how we feel.  We want to support your decision to raise your child in the faith, but we can only do that if we actually see you.  It’s like celebrating a marriage ceremony for two people who never intend to live together.  It doesn’t make any sense.

We’re not saying “no” to baptizing your child.  We are simply asking that you understand what it means to say “yes”.  Come and see us on a Sunday morning at 10:30 a.m..  Bring your child(ren) and get comfortable with Wesley United Church.  We would love to welcome you and your family.

Blessings,

Rev. Heather McClure

Minister


